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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE following Addreſs was ſelected 

from a ſet of Diſcourſes intended 
chiefly for the improvement of Young 
Men, and now preparing for the preſs with 
all convenient ſpeed. As it was, on a 
review, thought equally to concern Young 
Women, the greater part of it was alſo 
offered to their conſideration, upon the 
Firſt day of the New year. What was then 
delivered has fince received large additions, 
which have drawn it out to ſuch a length, 
that, for the relief of the reader, it is divid- 
ed into Three Parts. From the attention 
with which it was heard by a very nume- 
rous and reſpectable auditory, and from the 
wiſhes which many have expreſſed for 
its publication, the Author is willing to 
hope it may do ſome good. 
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: D ISCOURSE 


THE CHARACTER, Ge. 


JON, xi. 5. 


Now JESUS LOVED MARTHA, AND HER 
SISTER— 


T ROM this amiable circumſtarice in 
the hiſtory of our Saviour, told with 
a ſimplicity inimitably tender, as well as 
from other beautiful paſſages connected 
with it, we know, not only that he often 
viſited thoſe worthy perſons, but that his 
elevated ſoul took peculiar pleaſure in their 
company. An example of ſuch high 
authority will afford me a very fair occaſion 
for contemplating the intellectual, moral, 
2 B 
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and ſpiritual intercourſe, which ought to 
ſubſiſt between the ſexes, as far as the 
condition of human nature will allow. A | 
ſubject, you muſt acknowledge, of ſufficient 
moment to merit ſome regard. 


In the proſecution of it, I will firſt en- 
quire into the Character and Conduct of 
the Female Sex, who have not, 1 apprehend, 
been always treated with the charity or 
the juſtice to which they are entitled; and 
then point out, as briefly as poſſible, the 
benefit to be derived by Young Men from 
the Society of Virtuous Women. 


I ſhould be happy, if I were able, to 
promote at once the edification and delight 
of every individual in this aſſembly: but 
to hope it, were equal preſumption and 
ignorance. I have no expectation of 
gratifying the gay libertine, the gloomy 
bigot, or the angry critic, if any ſuch are 
preſent; unleſs it be by ſupplying each with 
ample matter of remark in his own. way. 


And be aſſured, that they who. are much 


CT? 
inclined to cenſure, are but indifferently 
diſpoſed to profit. What is now to be 
delivered will have little regularity of plan, 
and leſs connexion with ſyſtem ; as it wall 
deviate conſiderably from the uſual forms 
of religious diſcourſe, and deſcend into 
particulars ſeldom introduced into the 
pulpit: on which account, I doubt not, 
it will be loudly reprobated by numbers. 
But, certainly, we need not be very ſo- 
licitous about the opinions of the many, 
if we have the proſpect of doing good to 
a few. A few at leaſt will hear me with 
attention and candour : and indeed, if by 
convincing the underſtandings, and im- 
prefling the hearts, of ever ſo ſmall a pro- 
portion of Young Men, or Young Women, 
J may, with God's affiſtance, contribute to 
the improvement and welfare of either, 
T ſhall, as long as I live, reflect on it with 
fatisfa&tion, and call the firſt day of this 
new year bleſſed, 


Among the innumerable ties by which 
mankind are drawn and held together, may 


e 

be fairly reckoned that love of praiſe, which 
perhaps is the earlieſt paſſion of human 
beings. It is wonderful, how ſoon children 
begin to look out for notice, and for con- 
ſequence. To attract mutual regards by 
mutual ſervices, is one chief aim, and one 
important operation, of a principle, which 
I ſhould be ſorry to think that any of you 

had outlived. No ſooner do the ' ſocial 

affections unfold themſelves, than youth 
| appear ambitious to deſerve the approbation 
of thoſe around them. Their deſires of 
this kind are more lively, as their diſpoſt- 
tions are more ingenuous. Of thoſe boys 
who diſcover the greateſt ardour to obtain, 
by their capacity, their ſpirit, or their gene- 
roſity, the eſteem of their companions, it 
may be commonly obſerved, that they ſhoot 
up into the moſt valuable characters, 


Eagerneſs for the admiration of ſchool- 
fellows and others, without diſtinction 
of ſexes, is felt at firſt; but when, in 
proceſs of time, the boſom becomes ſen- 
fible to that diſtinction, it begins to beat 
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with a peculiar anxiety to pleaſe the female 
part of your acquaintance. The ſmiles, 
the applauſe, the attachment of Young 
Women, you now confider as conferring 
felicity of a more intereſting nature; and 
to ſecure ſuch happineſs, is from hence- 
forth an object that incites and influłnces 
you on Aa thouſand occaſions. By an 
increaſing ſuſceptibility to the attractions 
of the ſofter ſex, you are carried more and 
more into their company ; and there, my 
brothers, your hearts and manners, your 
_ taſtes and purſujts, receive very often a 
direction that remains ever after, and that 
will probably decide your deſtiny —_ 
the whole of your exiſtence. 


I am aware, indeed, that to under-rate 

their importance, and cultivate their com- 
merce only as ſubſervient to convenience, 
amuſement, or voluptuouſneſs, is common 
among the ignorant, the petulant, and the 
profligate of our ſex: but, happy as I have 
been in the converſation of many worthy and 
accompliſhed perſons of the other, I would 
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willingly, if poſſible, prevent your adopting 
z ſyſtem alike ungenerous and falſe,  - 


It is certain, that ſavages, and thoſe 
who are but little removed from their 
condition, have {ſeldom behaved to women 

_ with much reſpet or tenderneſs. ' On 

the other hand, it is known, that in 

civilized nations they have ever been 
objects of both; that, in the moſt heroic 
ſtates of antiquity, their judgement - wag 
often honoured as the ſtandard, and their 
fuffrages often ſought. as the' reward, of 
merit: and though in thoſe ſtates the 
allurement of feminine ſoftneſs was per- 
haps not always ſuſficiently underſtood, 
owing probably to that paſſion for public 
intereſts, and extenſive fame, which ſeems 
to have overpowered all other emotions 
it muſt yet be acknowledged, that the 

Ladies of ancient days frequently poſſeſſed 

a wonderful influence in what concerned 

the political welfare, and private affections, 

of the people to whom they belonged. 

But ſay, my friends, does it not reflect 


- 


1 
ſore luſtre on the fair ſex, that their 
talents and virtues have ſtill been meſt 
revered in periods of the preateſt renown? 
And tell me, I beſecch vou, What age 
or country, diſtinguiſhed in the annals 
of fame, has not received a part of that 
diſtinction from the numbers of women, 
whom it produced, conſpicuous for their 
virtues and their talents ? Look at this; in 
which you live: does it not derive a very 
conſiderable ſhare of its reputation from 
the female pens, that eminently adorfi-it ? - 
Look into the hiſtory of the world at large: 
do not you find, that the female ſex 
have, in a variety of ways, contributed 
largely to many of its moſt important 
events ? Lock into the great machine of 
ſociety, as as it moves before you: do not 
you perceive, that they are ſtill among its 
principal ſprings? Do not their characters 
and manners deeply affect the paſſions of 
men, the intereſts of education, and thoſe 
domeſtie ſcenes, where ſo much of life 
is paſt, and with which its happineſs or 
miſery is. ſo. intimately: blended? Conſult 
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your own experience, and confefs, whether 
you are not touched by almoſt every thing 
they do, or ſay, or look; confeſs, whether 
their very foibles, and follies, do not often 
intereſt, and ſometimes pleaſe you? 


There cannot, I am perſuaded, be many 
worſe ſymptoms of degeneracy, in an en- 
lightened age, than a growing indifference - 
about the regards of reputable women, 

and a faſhionable propenſity to leſſen the 
ſex in general. Where this is the caſe, 
the decencies of life, the ſoftneſſes of love, 
the ſweets of friendſhip, the nameleſs 
tender charities that pervade and unite the 
moſt virtuous form of cultivated ſociety, 
are not likely to be held in high eſtima- 
tion: and when theſe fall into contempt, 
what is there left to poliſh, humanize, or 
delight mankind? 


I am willing, indeed, to believe, that 
when thoughtleſs youths preſume to laugh 
at women, it is not ſo much from any 
wicked incentive, as from an aim to diſplay 
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the powers of wit and ridicule, in imitation 
of thoſe profeſſed libertines, who having, 
among certain clafles, acquired a name in 
that way, are ambitiouſly copied by ſuch 
as court the ſame kind of praiſe. With 
what pity have I ſometimes liſtened to 
the low jeſts and miſerable criticiſms of 

ſtriplings, on this ſubject; while they 
fancied, that, by adopting the ſtyle of 
their ſeniors in ſatire and licentiouſneſs, 
they exhibited proofs of amazing profi- 
ciency in acuteneſs of remark, and know- 
ledge of the world! But how has my 
compaſſion, both for them and their 
maſters, been mingled with ſcorn, when 
I have ſeen both aſſume, in female com- 
| pany, the moſt reſpectful air, and the 
moſt complaiſant behaviour; when I have 
heard them, on the entrance of an agree- 
able woman, break forth into the language 

of compliment and rapture, the moment 
after they had been loading the ler with 
abuſe and deriſion 


The truth is, that neither the moſt 
frivolous, nor the moſt violent, declaimers 
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And yet, 
by no means certain, that thoſe of your 


1 
againſt women can endure the thought of 
being r even by the meaneſt of 
them. The paſſion for importance is ſo 


| ſtrangely inſatiable and inconſiſtent, as 
often to ſeek its gratification from the very 

perſons, whom thoſe it actuates pretend 
at other times to treat with diſdain, 


. Suppoſe, Ne you were told 
that a woman had been ſpeaking of you in 
the ſame unmerciful manner, in which 


multitudes of our ſex pronounce upon 


hers; would you not complain of the 
ſentence, and appeal from her tribunal? 
Moſt probably. But ſuppoſe, that on 
meeting any of you, immediately after, 
ſhe ſhould alter her ſtyle, aſſume a lan- 
guage diametrically oppoſite, and expreſs 


the higheſt approbation in the ſmootheſt - 


tones and with the ſofteſt airs of female 
blandiſhment ; would not ſo arrant a coquet 
deſerve your abhorrence ? Undoubtedly. 
—ſhall I ſpeak out? I am 


number, who moſt affect to deſpiſe the 
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ſex, would not be enchanted with the 
ſoothings of this very woman, more eſpeci- 
ally were ſhe handſome. The credulity 
of looſe men in ſimilar circumſtances, their 
boaſting. of the favours they have received, 
or would be thought to have received, and 
their exhibition of letters, preſents, and 
gewgaws, from women who flatter their 
vanity to make ſure of their purſes, are 
ſufficiently ridiculous. May we not add, 
that for thoſe men to believe ſo implicitly 
in the fincerity of ſuch artful creatures, 
where they themſelves are the objects of 
their art, at the ſame inſtant in which 
they exult over them among their fellows, 
for givin g credit to male adulation, demon- 
ſtrates a weakneſs ſuperlatively contempt- 
ible? e 


It proceeds, no doubt, in a great meaſure, 
from the mean opinion they entertain of 
female perception; in which, we will 
venture to ſay, they are often exceedingly 
miſtaken, Where men are in queſtion, it 
appears to me, that women not bewitched 
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by paſſion, or not biaſſed by. prejudice, are 


ſex, who: at once calumniate and court 


frequently. hear the ſmooth ſpeeches, and 
plauſible profeſſions, made to them. by 


expreſs it. 


its influence are almoſt for ever deceived, 


employ to deceive others. Giddy girls, 
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for the moſt part much deeper judges, 


than is. generally ſuppoſed. Of this I am 
certain, that the leaſt deſerving of them 


take a pleaſure in der iding to One another, 
and to their favourites, thoſe fools of our 


theirs; while the worthy and the dignified 


numbers of men, juſt as they hear the 
paſſing winds, with perfect indifference, 
though they are not always at the Pans: to 


Among the abſurdities of human pride, 
it is one of the greateſt, that people under 


themſelves, by the very methods which, 
with the fulleſt confidence of ſucceſs, they 


and inſignificant women, may be caught 
by the trite, unmeaning compliments of 
ignorant, or of diffolute men: but ſuch 
men betray the narrowneſs of their views, 
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no leſs than the vileneſs of their hearts, 
when they conclude, that they can impoſe 
alike on all. females, as if none of them 
had underſtanding to deſpiſe nonſenſe, or 
virtue to deteſt licentiouſneſs. 


Having ſaid this, hall I confeſs, my 
fair friends, that I have been not a little 
mortified, when I have obſerved ſome of 
you, whom I preſumed. to poſſefs more 
ſpirit and ſentiment, apparently delighted 
with the extravagant praiſes of thoſe male 
paraſites and impoſtors, knowing their 
characters, and in your moſt ſerious con» 
victions diſdaining them? Truſt me, 
Ladies, you forget at ſuch times what. you 
owe to yourſelves, as well as to tlie opi- 
nion of men of ſenſe and honour, from 
whoſe attachment only you can derive 
real ſatisfaction. It is fit you ſhould: be 
told, that the undiſtinguiſhing approba- 
tion, if not ſeeming preference, you too 
often beſtow upon the worſt enemies 
of your ſex, is as hurtful to your 
future eſtabliſhment, as to your preſent 
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appearance. I have known women of 
conſiderable merit, who have remained 
unconne@ed, and become forlorn, for no 
other reaſon but becauſe they had given 


ſecret diſguſt to delicacy and diſcernment, 


by the allurements which they ſcattered, 


without difcrimination or choice, amongſt 
all the men of their acquaintance. . 


I juſt now mentioned the worſt ene- 
mies of your ſex. When they who have 


been accuſtomed to prey on beauty amoneft 
individuals, ſcoff at virtue in all the reſt, 


as nothing better than hypocriſy. or af- 
fectation; ; 1s there not teaſon to apprehend, 
they would, in this manner, fain leſſen 
to their own minds the guilt of their paſt _ 
conduct, and by throwing down, as far 
as in them lies, the barriers of female 
reputation, remove one great obſtruction 


to their future depredations? 


It is poſſible, indeed, that a man may, 


by long commerce with the worſt part of 


the ſex, become ſo depraved in his notions, 
as to diſbelieve the exiſtence of morals in 


l 

the beſt. His infidelity on this article 
will be confirmed, if it has been his for- 
tune to converſe with courts, where luxury 
and duplicity are the mode, where truth 
and purity are rarely practiſed, and never 
known to be the means of preferment. 
The ſame inclination to queſtion even the 
poſſibility of virtue in women will be too 
readily felt by ſuch as, after loſing their 
own at home, have viſited countries from 
whence it is baniſhed by univerſal levity and 

libertiniſm, while the eſtabliſhed religion 
of thoſe countries is only calculated to lead 
ſuperficial thinkers into a contempt for 
better principles, and to relax, rather than 
ſtrengthen, the obligations of duty. It 
is thus, I conceive, that we are chiefly to 
account for the opinions of a late celebrated 
writer, and many other men of the ſame 
ſtamp, in reference to. the female cha- 
racter. 


But need I remind thoſe who now hear 
me, that equity, that reaſon, that common 
ſenſe forbids us to take our eſtimate of the 
ſpecies from the moſt corrupt, or leaft 
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ſignificant, of them who compoſe it? Even 
ſelf. love ſhould teach us to judge as fa- 
vourably as poſſible of our kind. To be 
connected with a race univerſally worthleſs, 
is, methinks, not a very flattering idea. To 
be born of mothers without virtue, or of 


ſuſpicious virtue, can ſurely confer neither 
honour nor delight. Would not one 
imagine, that honeſt pride alone ſhould 


prompt us to adopt different ſentiments? 


It is, you will allow, not very eaſy to 
comprehend the prepoſterous and gloomy, 
might I not have faid the horrid and ma- 
lignant, pleaſure, which many take in 
fancying thoſe boſoms to be hardened 
with avarice, blackened with falſhood, 


or embruted with ſenſuality, which, unleſs 


the contrary appears, ſhould be ſuppoſed 


the chaſte abodes of honour, veracity, 
and generous affection. What a turn of 
mind muſt that be, which is fond of 
| figuring the darkeſt paſſions, the fouleſt 
demons, to lurk there where happier 
feelings and milder thoughts are diſpoſed 
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to behold. the Virtues and the Graces diſ- 
porting, like ſo many beautiful and bene- 
volent angels. 


Were there, in truth, no other reaſon 
for avoiding all intercourſe with worthleſs 
women, would it not be quite ſufficient, 5 
that from ſuch connexions men are too 
generally tempted to ſuſpect the principles 
of the virtuous? Tell us, ye votaries of | 
Vice, ye who paint her with the ſmiling 

aſpe& of Pleaſure, poſſeſſed of unrivalled 
attractions, ſurrounded with inexhauſtible 
ſtores of delight, tell us, we conjure you, 
what ſhe has to offer, as a proper com- 
penſation for the abſence of that ineffable 
charm which attends the image of female 
Innocence and {ſweetneſs ? But we appeal to 
more competent judges; to ſuch as have 
tried both ſides, made the compariſon, and 
fixed their choice for the better part, Let 
them decide, Whether, next to the joy 
ariſing from a conſciouſneſs of Virtue in 
their own breaſts, there be any equal ta 
the contemplation of her faireſt forms in 
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the behaviour of others ; of thoſe women in 


| particular, from whoſe powers to pleaſe, to 
captivate, in nameleſs irreſiſtible ways, ſhe 


derives an additional lovelineſs. 


Have any of you, my young auditors, 
worn away, by a courſe of riot, your ſenſibi- 
lity to the enchantment you formerly found 
in ſuch company? I pity you from my 
ſoul. I fay not merely, that you have 


loſt one of the fineſt perceptions of the 
mind: I go farther, and aver, that you are 
eſtranged from the moſt elegant enjoyments 


of the heart, from its tendereſt wiſhes, its 


ſofteſt anxieties, its ſweeteſt hopes. The 
fuperior endearments of female friendſhip, 
the triumphant ſenſe of poſſeſſing the affec- 


tion of an intelligent and worthy woman, 


you, Sir, you are condemned never to know. 
Go, thou wretched man, and try if thou 
canſt fill up their place by the mercenary 


careſſes of proſtitutes, and the applauſes of 
unattached, unfeeling, hollow-hearted li- 
bertines. But I turn from ſo fad a ſurvey 
to thoſe happy youths who have hitherto 
eſcaped (ach contaminating influence. 


WT 
As it is probable, that moſt of you will. 
after the confinement of the ſchool, of the 
college, of an apprenticeſhip, or of what- 
ever other early ſtudy, paſs much of your 
time in the company of women, it deeply 
imports you to conſider, with what fort 
of women you ſhould aſſociate. The in- 
finite miſchiefs attendant on communi- 
cation with thoſe miſerable females, who 
have forfeited their honour, I will not 
now attempt to relate. At preſent I will 
take it for granted, that the ſons of Reaſon 


ſhould converſe way 15 the We of 
Virtue. 135 


Of theſe laſt the number is greater than 
many of you have been told; much greater 
than bad men, who judge from bad ſam- 
ples, will ever be perſuaded to believe; 
and even greater than would be readily 
expected by the candid and virtuous them- 
ſelves, were they to take their eſtimate 
from the general appearance of women in 
public life, inſtead of thoſe private ſcenes 
where ſhow and noiſe are excluded, where 
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the flutter of faſhion is forgotten in the 


either their own intereſt, or the reputation 


the gaze of the glittering throng, and ſa- 


for dreſs, and viſiting, and ſplendor, and 


| ſhrine, a price paid for their admiration. 


who are formed to be agreeable companions, 


L 


filent diſcharge of domeſtic duties, and 
where females of real value are more ſoli- 
citous to be amiable and accompliſhed, than 
n and mien 3 8482-1 


Little, indeed do tho women . 


of their ſex, who enter eagerly into the 
buſtle of the mode, obtrude themſelves on 


crifice the decent reſerves, and intellectual 
attainments, by which men of ſentiment 
and delicacy are moſt taken, to the paſſion 


prattling, and cards, and aflemblies; and 
maſquerades without end. The coxcombs 
of the age may be caught by ſuch arts of 
diſplay, as much as thoſe can be ſo who are 
generally captivated with themſelves. They, 
no doubt, will be flattered with what they 
ſuppoſe to be an offering preſented at their 


But, depend upon it, my ſiſters, thoſe men 
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faithful friends, and good huſbands, will 

not be very forward to chuſe their aſſociates 
and partners for life, from the flaunting 
train of Vanity, or the inſipid circles of 
Diſſipation. Nor will it always be very 
eaſy to convince them, that while the open 
theatre of the world exhibits ſo many 
trivial and infipid characters of the female 
ſex, its more retired ſituations abound with 
women of diſcretion and fignificance. 


For my own ſhare, I will confeſs that 
I ſhould not have thought ſo favourably 
in general concerning the fair part of the 
creation, as I now think, had I formed my 
opinions on their ſubje& in places of gay 
reſort ; where ſimplicity, ſoftneſs, a ſedate 
carriage, and rational converſation, muſt 
uſally give way to the boaſted tone, and 
brilliant but illuſive figure of the ſociety in 
vogue, which ſeems to me a compoſition of 
frivolous talk, fantaſtic manners, expenſive 
outſide; ſervile imitation of the mode, inceſ- 
ſant amuſement, ruinous gaming, and eter- 
nal diſguiſe, May I venture farther, and 
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I acknowledge my aſtoniſhment, when IT have 
ith diſcovered that ſome ſenſible and deſerving 
1 women, who in the country delighted all 
1 0 that came near them, by a ſtyle and de- 
5 portment perfectly reaſonable and highly 
1 engaging, yet appeared to forget them- 


ſelves the moment they plunged in the 
diverſions and tumults of the town. Their 
heads turned round in the whirl of a faſhi- 
onable life ; and their hearts, which went 
forth to their friends in the quiet of re- 
| treat, ſhrunk and vaniſhed out of fight in 
i ſcenes, where they apprehended that ſen- 
imietment, affection, confidence, would pro- : 
wir bably be objects of deriſion. So then, 
ak Ladies, you could refign thoſe ſweeteſt 
pleaſures of the ſoul, for the reputation of 
appearing modiſh: you could bury your 
better feelings, and relinquiſh, for weeks 
and for months, your more reſpectable 
purſuits, to mix familiarly and habitually 
with the herd of inferior beings, that run 
mad after ſuperficial amuſements, and the 
pooreſt objects of low-ſouled ambition; 
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Do we mean, that you ought to ſhut. 
yourſelves up from all the reſorts of what 
is called Genteel Company, which, to ſay 
the truth, is often but. another name for. 
well- dreſſed triflers? We do not mean, 
we do not wiſh. it. There are ſituations 
and connexions Which would render it | 
improper. To minds capable of reflection, 
the pageant, as it paſſes in review, may 
occaſion many obſervations on the empti- 
neſs and perturbation of all but piety, 
worth, and heart-felt enjoyment. Nor is 
it. altogether impoſſible, that a more cor- 
rect appearance, a more compoſed addreſs, 
friendly hints dropped by accident, im- 
proving remarks ſuggeſted by good ſenſe, 
without the affectation of unſeaſonable 
gravity, may ſometimes leave uſeful im- 
preſſions, where they were leaſt expected. 
We only complain, that the friends of 
| Virtue ſhould ever be ſo far intangled in 
the maze of modern impertinence, as 
to be afraid of living principally to them 
ſelves, to one another, and to the nobleſt 
purpoſes of their being. 
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Such, indeed, is the free ſyſtem of 


manners in theſe days, as to render 


it difficult for a woman living in the 
world to keep that line of wiſe reſerve, 2 
which leads moſt directly to female 
dignity and happineſs. The cuſtoms of 


different countries and ages are known to 


have produced very different ideas on this 
point, as on a multitude of others. The 


opinion of him who affirmed, that a fe- 
_ male's trueſt praiſe was her not being | 


talked of at all, might be reliſhed in ancient 
Greece, where the married women were 
in a manner ſecluded from ſociety, being 
moſtly confined to the interior apartments 
of their houſes, and wholly engroſſed by 
domeſtic occupations. According to our 
apprehenſions, it is hard to conceive howa 
practice in appearance ſo uncourteous to 
the ladies, as well as unanimating to the : 
men, could obtain amongſt a people highly 
poliſhed and uncommonly awake. Per- 
haps they judged, that the ſummit of 
female glory lay in breeding and training 


children for the commonwealth ; for that 
on 
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commonwealth; which was the great com- 
manding object of their affection and zeal; 
fo that, however a female here and there 
might be permitted to ſhine in the lights 
of ſcience, and to charm by the powers of 
converſation, the ſtudies neceſſary to this 
kind of eminence were conſidered, in gene- 
kal, as not very compatible with the tender 
cares, and arduous attentions, of wives and 
mothers, devoted to the proſperity of the 
ſtate; nor were women remarkable for 
thoſe acquiſitions uſually regarded as di- 
ſtinguiſhed by their virtue. 


In Rome matters were conducted with, 
what many of the ſex would eſteem, a more 
flattering indulgence : they were not only 
admitted to convivial intercourſe with the 
men, but to Public feſtivals, theatrical en- 
tertainments, and even military games ; 
where young virgins appeared openly with 
a freedom of attire, an expoſition of beauty, 
and a boldneſs of manner, but ill conſiſtent 
with the juſt ſtandard of female decency 
and attraction; though by theſe: means 
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they would, no doubt, acquire uncommon 


vigourand reſolution, become more ſtrongly 
intereſte in the atchievements and ho- 
nours of a warlike race, and be qualified 


in due time for giving birth to conquerors 


and heroes. 


Even in Greece, where the wives were 


ſubjected to ſevere reſtraints, the maidens, 


not excepting the daughters of the prin- 
cipal citizens, were accuſtomed to be 
ſeen in proceſſions, dances, and gym- 
naſtic exerciſes, which, if not very im- 
proving to their virtue, would however 


contribute to ſtrength of conſtitution, and 


gracefulneſs of demeanour, while they gave 
ſufficient opportunity of ſtudying to pleaſe 
the eyes of the male ſpectators. 


The fair ſex in thoſe days being, on 
many occaſions, reſpected as the judges 
and rewarders of manly enterpriſes and 
magnanimous deeds, -would naturally kin- 


dle, in the youth of their country, an emu- 


lation and ardour peculiarly conducive to 
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the exalted flights of ſpirit and patriotiſm 
that marked the pureſt ages of antiquity. 


When from thoſe illuſtrious people we 
turn our eyes to the Eaſtern regions, what 
do we ſee but ſwarms of effeminate and vo- 
luptuous men. who are either tyrants or 
flaves ; and of ignorant, idle, luxurious wo- 
men, whoſe higheſt deſtination is to gratify 
the intemperate deſires, or humour the 
proud caprices, of their maſters; a ſet of 
wretches as arbitrary as they are ſenſual, 
and whoſe jealouſy and inſolence join with 
their want of taſte and refinement to treat 
thoſe poor impriſoned females, as merely 
ſubſervient to their paſſions? Humanity 
and Virtue are afflicted at the view, _ 


In ſome of the Weſtern nations we are 
preſented with a very different ſcene. It 
is the infirmity of our nature, to be almoſt 
always in extremes. In France the Wo- 
men are ſupreme : they govern all from 
the court down to the cottage ; and from 
their influence the men, at leaſt in the 
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more early periods of life, ſeem to derive 


their whole ſyſtem of ſentiments, inclina- 
tions, and manners, Can it be thought 
ſurpriſing, if the conceit and volatility of 


the former, continually nouriſhed and flat- 


tered, ſhould, in a climate which gives 
animal ſpirits light as air, infect the latter 
with a vanity, a giddineſs, and an effe- 
minacy, that characterize their youth to 
a proverb ? But then, if I miſtake not, it 
muſt happen in ſuch a country, that when 


| knowledge, good ſenſe, obſervation, and 


ſedater years take place, men will be 


found much the more courteous and ami- 


able, as well as entertaining and accom- 


pliſhed, for their conſtant intercourſe with 
a ſex whom they are taught from the 


beginning to treat with attention and re- 


ſpect; a ſex whoſe ſociety in general, where- 


ever it 1s cultivated with a proper regard 
for decorum and elegance, cannot fail to 
ſoften the temper, enliven the genius, and 


give an agreeable poliſh to the whole de- 
partment, 


4 


That it is not more cultivated on ſuch, 
a footing in this country, has been often 


regretted by perfons who deſpiſed very 


heartily the unmanly levity and loquacious | 
7 nonſenſe of French coxcombs. Here the 


225 meet with a greater or leſs degree 
| of frequency and freedom ; but for what 


purpoſes chiefly ? Shall I be forgiven, if I * 
tell the truth ?---Why ; to eat, and talk of 
eating, of the weather, or of the news; 
to viſit, and practiſe forms; to play at 
cards, deſcribe the faſhions, and remark on 


the diverſions of the ſeaſon, or rather, for 
the moſt part, to repeat what they have 
heard others ſay about them; to partake 


in thoſe diverſions as often as they can; £ 


but both in public and private to amuſe 
themſelves more than one another ; to gra- 


tify the love of dreſs, and diſplay the pride 


of opulence. In the mean while, what 


barrenneſs of ſentiment, what want of taſte, 


vivacity, reflexion! How little inter- 
change of minds, or reciprocation of thoſe 
winning _ on the part of the men, 
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women, which give the communion 


between the ſexes its greateſt beauty and 


allurement ! ! 


Conſidering the fund of ſolid ſenſe, and 
| original humour, which has long diſtin- 


guiſhed the writers of this nation; conſi- 
dering the valuable improvements in the 


philoſophy of the human mind, in ſeveral 
branches of ſcience, in compoſition, ſtyle, 
taſte, and the fine arts, which have been 


viſibly advancing for a courſe of years; 
is it not ſomewhat ſtrange, that the con- 


verſation of the upper / claſſes, and of 
thoſe individuals in the middle ranks who 
have been favoured by their education, 
does not in general take a better tincture, 
and exhibit a richer vein ? But when 
we have made the juſt exceptions, which 


we with pleaſure acknowledge to be many, 


it muſt ſtill be confeſſed, though not with- 
out pain, that the endleſs diſſipation, and | 


enervating luxury, of the times, have 
produced a languor of underſtanding, a 
feebleneſs of affection, and flatneſs of ſpi- 


fit, which diffuſe a mortifying inſipidity 
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over the intercourſe of the ſexes : they 
meet without attraction; they converſe 
without delight; and they part without 
concern. I deſcribe the common proceſs. 
Men and women of enlightened under- 
ſtanding, and polite behaviour, are in all 
countries and ages as like one another, as 
they are different from the vulgar of 
whatever rank. | 


That the company of filly women muſt 
neceſſarily increaſe, amongſt youth, the 
evil we complain of, that the company of 
artful women is always dangerous and 
often fatal, and that aſſociation with thoſe 
females whoſe intellects and principles 
correſpond not with their exterior allure- 
ments, has a tendency to effeminate and 
to corrupt, it were idle to deny, it were 
hurtful to conceal. We would carefully 
guard you on all theſe quarters; and were 
ſuch perſons only to be met with, it would 
be our duty, inſtead of recommending, to 
warn you againſt intimacy with the ſex. 
But do not, my brothers, do not believe 


5 
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thoſe wanton buffoons, or thoſe worthleſs 
ſatiriſts, who would labour, from what- 


ever motive, to leſſen your eſteem for the 
lovelieſt part of God's workmanſhip, by 
confounding, in their indiſcriminate, and 
therefore cruel, cenſures, the handmaids 
of Wiſdom with the handmaids of Folly. 


Now JESUS LOVED MARTHA, AND HER 


SISTER 


TT is worthy of remark, that the moſt 
1 Divine Inſtructor ever known upon 
earth, ſcrupled not to commend, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, and on the graveſt occa- 
ſions, the upright and the penitent amongſt 
his female as well as male attendants. 
The Son of God, my brethren, deemed it 
not beneath his own dignity, or unbeſeem- 
ing the profeſſion of a religious teacher 
in general, to deſcend into common life, 
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and addreſs all characters and elaſſes, 


through whatever diverſity of circum- 
ſtances or manners, with a minuteneſs 
. freedom, which, could indeed offend 
none, but the malignant, the illiberal, or 
the prejudiced. Nor was He at a loſs 


to diſcover, any more than ſlow to approve 


in the kindeſt ſtyle, laudable and excellent 


diſpoſitions in numbers of the other ſex. 
1 go farther, and ſay, that this ſex, ſo 
much depreciated in theſe days, he was 
pleaſed to honour with a particular ſhare | 
of his attention and zeal. 


His approbation, it 18 true, was o always 
3 by a juſt diſtinction of characters; 5 
neither did he fail to reprehend, where it 
became neceſſary, his firmeſt adherents, or 
his deareſt friends. The ſame voice, that ge- 
lebrated the wiſdom of Mary, reproved. the 
anxiety of Martha, Our Saviour was well 
aware, that applauſe and admonition are 
equally the language of friendſhip, as O 
caſion is given for either. He never Was 
backward to beſtow the firſt when merited, 
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peg ; 28, on _ other, none. tha & for 
thoſe, that loved him was too enlightened, 
and too pure, to permit his with-holding 
the laſt, when any part of their behaviour 
N rendered it requiſite. Ves, my fellow 
chriſtians, our Maſter was alike ſu aperior to 
that littleneſs of ſoul which commends 
reluctantly, with cold reſerve, or political 
caution, and to that ſervility or cowardice 
Anden remains blent when virtue and 
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ain fuch. an 3 3 any Mini: 
ſter of religion, of Chriſt's Religion, be 
afraid or aſhamed to expreſs, in the moſt 
public manner, his reſpect for the. more 
deſerving of the female ſex; to encourage 
by applauding their virtues, or, by admo- 
niſhing them, to correct their faults; to 
enter into the detail of human conduct i in 
ſpeaking to human beings, or to draw with- | 
out diſguiſe. the picture of a diſſipated and 

debauched age, whoſe reformation it is his 
duty to promote by all poſſible means, at 

F 2 
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whatever hazard of ridicule from the Nüirtz 


cal, of cenſure from the contracted, or of 


calumny and abuſe from the falſe and the 
malevolent ** Againſt the' miferable, but 


unweatied. efforts of ſuch minds, the pro- 


per armoür 1 is a good conſtience; - Joined : 
for the moſt Part“ with A "calm OI -- 


A 


As for ourſelyes, indeed, we do not think 


it requires much fortitude to confeſs out 
having felt an early predilection for Good 


and Amiable Women. ft proceeded from 


an early obſervation of the modeſty which 
always adorns their deportment, of the 


elegance and bivacity which often diſtin- 5 
guiſh their converfation, and of that de- 
lightful' intereſt which the tender affections, 
and attractive manners, found among the 


moſt valuable of the ſex, are peculiarly 
adapted to create in hearts of the leaſt 
feeling. Nor has dur opinion in their 


favour, or our attachment to their ſociety, 
been leſſened, by longer experience, in any 
greater proportion than there is reaſon to 
apprehend the pleaſing ſenſibilities, and 


1 
kattering ideas, of youth on moſt other 
ſubjects, Will naturally be rec in n the 

on * of life. 


1e 1 18 certein „ that all advatitages are not 
0 be ſecured. together. If ſuperior de- 
| grees of inward tranquillity and ſelf-poſſeſ- 
ſion are gained, when inclination and fancy 
become more cool, the objects of the latter 
will ſeldom appear ſo captivating to che 
ſoul as they were wont. Though their 
intrinke merit may not be. at all abated, 


they will ſcarcely ſtrike the intel lectual 192 
with the ſame lively fuſtre. 


It muſt alſo be acknowledged, that, as 
we advance through the world, wider views, 
more opportunities, and maturer judge - 
ments, with a variety of unexpected events 
and unimagined circumſtances, often pain- 
ful, ſometimes deplorable, lead to mor- 
tifying diſcoveries concerning a num- 
ber of characters in both ſexes: neither 
can it be thought wonderful, if in the 
preſent condition of our nature we ſhould 


121 
not finc very many, ho ate ca pable 
bearing a cloſe Aagquaintance or ſevere in- 
* a * 75 g T6 Y * , 
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When awakened. apt our en 


Ams nden nies to. 5 what 
remains, for. us, but 0 be more moderate 
in our expectations, more reaſonable in 
our regards, and. to cultivate that ſpirit of 
mutual forbearance which is ſo becoming 
in imperfect beings, ſo neceſſary to our 


Peace, and ſo noble a branch of chriſtian 


virtue? But how ſeldom are theſe maxims 
obſerved ! 
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© Offended by . 3 


in perſons as well as things, men are prone 


to conceive diſguſt at thoſe about them, 
inſtead of laying the blame on their own 
too ſanguine hopes; and in the impatience 5 
of diſapprobation, occaſioned by particular 
inſtances of vice or folly, to exchange their 
Former partiality for a leſs happy. extreme, 


that of general ſuſpicion and unlimited 


TER 
ſatite. In "the mean time” they forget to 
conſider, that others are detecting frailties 
and failings i in themſelves, which, unleſs 
they meet with kinder allowance than they 
often make where their neighbours are 
concerned, muſt excite ſimilar diſaffection, 
and beget an aſperity of reproach which 
they : are ill able to ſupport, . | 


Mournful, alas! Would be the fitadtion 
of mortals, were even the beſt of them to 
be tried by the ſtrict rules of unerring 
rectitude; were no allowance to be made for 
temptations and imbecilities, from which 
it does not appear that human reſolution, 
or human vigilance, has ever yet proved 
an univerſal preſervative. But are none 
of you, Gentlemen, diſpoſed to exact from 
the other ſex a degree of perfection, which 
you hold yourſelves excuſed from attempt- 
ing? A 1 fear it is but too common for 
men, in the pride of their hearts, to pro- 
nounce women the Weaker Veſſel, not in 
the favourable ſenſe of St. Paul. But pride 
is always accompanied with injuſtice : for 
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at the ſame moment that they pique them- 


ſelyes on their own ſuperiority, they. de- 
mand from this weaker veſſel a strength, 
of which they date it ine to {et 
the example. 


Vi 


4 T hat Providence Ka women for a 
ſtate of dependance, and conſequently. of 
ſubmiſſion, I cannot doubt, | when I con- 


der their timidity of temper, their ten- 
derneſs of make, the many comforts and 
even. neceſſaries of life which they are 


unable to procure without our aid, their 


evident want of our protection upon a 
thouſand occaſions, their inceflant ſtudy, 
at every Age, in every ſtate, by S 5 


means, to engage our attention, and in- 
fure our regard. But if this be true, is 

it noble i in us, is it generous, is it manly, 
to look upon them with a ſupercilious eye, 
or, becauſe they are in our power, to 


| exult | in their debility * If to raiſe a fallen 


enemy de the part of a hero, what is it 
10 triumph over a confiding | friend, to in- 
ſult thoſe who throw them ſelves on our 
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patronage, or to return the coldneſs of 

neglect, where there are fo | many claims 

to compaſſion, obſervance, and affection? 


Did J find the ſofter ſex abuſed only 
by the coarſeſt and loweſt of ours, by men 
who approach to brutes or to barbarians, it 
were leſs aſtoniſhing. But what am I to 
think, when I frequently find men of edu- 
cation and politeneſs, elegant ſcholars, and 
pleaſing companions, hen I find them 
too departing at once from the gentleneſs 
and elevation of humanity, and diſgracing 
their accompliſnments, by avantonly in- 
volving even the beſt women in their un- 
bounded ſatire againſt the female race, 
and, as far as in them lies, ſacrificing to 
wit and merriment the reputation of de- 
fenceleſs creatures, who are not preſent 
to vindicate themſelves, and have not 
power to puniſh their traducers? But 
the truth is, he who has not happened 
to witneſs ſuch caſes, will hardly believe 
what cruelties of this kind are often com- 
© 


| mitted by thoſe who n not . to 
| cultivation. 


been often their greateſt dupes. 
fatisfied with gratifications which their 
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It is ſpent remarkable, that the 
greateſt lampooners of the women have 
Diſ- 


reaſon never could approve, they ate will- | 


ing to ſhift off the reproach on the part- 


ners of their folly, and take revenge on 
others for conſequences which they ſhould 


charge upon themſelves. The woman 
* whom thou gaveſt to be with me, 
ſaid the firſt man, . the gave me of the 


« tree, and I did eat.” Unhappy Adam ! 
where was thy fairneſs, where was thy 
decency, in caſting the load of blame, 


partly on thy companion, and partly on thy 


Creator; on that companion whom he 


gave to thy guardianſhip and direction; 


on that Creator, from whom thou hadſt 
but a little while before received her with 


0 gratitude and tranſport ? 


woman, or, by aught we have ſaid or may 


do not. The language that would juſtify 
tranſgreſſion, the praiſe that inſtead of 
cheriſhing merit would foſter conceit, the 
incenſe that is offered to beauty or youth, 


ments, inſtead of being kept ſacred to the 
Divinity of Virtue, we deteſt and deſpiſe. 
At the ſame time we have no conception 
that the natural, eaſy, and reaſonable ex- 
preſſions of well · deſerved and well- directed 
approbation can ever be incompatible with 
F prudence, Or with piety; Or yet that compaſ- 
ſion for the weak, and for them that are 
4 qut of the way, can be juſtly condemned 
by the ſtricteſt caſuiſty. We appeal from 
£ wr bigots, and favage detractors, 
do the Divine Philanthropiſt in our text: 
No Jeſus loved Martha, and her Siſter.” 
And elſewhere we learn, that as he 
juſtified and commended the Siſter in the 


moſt explicit manner for her fixed and 


humble attention to his inſtructions, ſo, 


4, by this, to excuſe the fiſt 


fay, to flatter any of her daughters? We 


to external advantages or ſuperficial acquire 
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when he | blamed the ® 
though not indevout Martha, he per- 


(44 1 


a an . us, 


formed that leſs pleaſing taſ with a meek- 
neſs worthy of himſelf. Is there not ſome- 
thing peculiarly mild, a certain ſweetneſs 


of reproof, in the very repetition of her 
name? Martha, Martha, thou art care- 
ful and troubled about many things. 

I think I behold this good creature covered 


with amiable confuſion, at a rebuke, from 


her Maſter and her Friend, thus tenderly 


conveyed. Her exceſſive hurry and ſoli- 


citude, in preparing for the entertainment 
of her gueſls, not only produced ſome 


warmth and diſcontent on the ſubje& of 


her excellent Siſter, but threw her into a 
reſtleſs agitation of ſpirit, reſembling the 


ſtate of a perſon in a tumultuous crowd, 


. where ſo. many are preſſing upon him, 


that he can ſcarcely ſtand his ground; for 


this, it has been obſerved, the original word 
ſeems to import: and by the ſame means 


ſhe loſt an important opportunity of reli- 
gious improvement. How often does the 


ſoul ſuffer by the intruſion of little cares 


» & 
It is plain however that honeſt Martha, 


as well as happy Marys was, notwithſtand- 
ing a. conſiderable diverſity of diſpoſition, 
— * and attached. 
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of Affection, have in all ages, if I miſtake 
not, been found moſt frequently among 
Women. W itneſs the ſpiritual aſſemblies, 

the domeſtic intercourſes, the hiſtory and 
poetry of different nations, whether ancient 
or modern. Have not women been com- 


monly remarked to conſtitute much the 


greater number of worſhippers ? Have 


not women been often particularly emi- 


nent for filial and parental duty? Do not 


the records of human actions through 
ſucceſſive periods, and thoſe repreſenta- 


tions of human characters which have been 
founded on them by the tragic and the 
epic Muſe, — do not they abound with ex- 
| amples of tranſcendent piety and geacrofity 
in the female ſex, of extraordinary ſacri- 
fices made by women, I ſay by Women, 
to the intereſts of Heaven, to che cauſe of 


7 8 { 46 } 
Truth, to the happineſs of their County, 
to virtuous love, to honeſt fame, te to the 
| fineft and nobleſt feelings of the a 


To ſtyle ſuch piety Superſtition, and 
ſuch generoſity Romance, is indeed cu- 
ſtomary with thoſe who eſteem it ſmart 
neſs to turn into ridicule whatever is moſt | 
reſpectable or ſacred. The Athenian Sage 
himſelf was held up as an object of laugh- 
ter: but did he deſerve it? Even the 
world 8 Deliverer was in, contempt called 
1 1 * The friend of publicans : and ſinners:“ 8 
ö | 6 but 1 is he the leſs entitled to our love or 
veneration T Wherever I diſcern the! image 
iþ | We of his gentle and elevated virtues, hall 1 
„ forbear to admire it, "becauſe it is miſtaken 
| ig in by the prejudiced, | or r diſhonoured by the 

100 | prophane ? m 


That many women Have been ſuperſti- 
tious, and many 1 romantic, even to diſtrac- 
tion, we readily acknowledge, though 
we do not think that examples of either 
_ remarkably abound in the preſent age. 


Il 
But where is the wonder if particular 
minds, we weak by nature, or enfeebled by 
diſeaſe, or depreſſed by misfortune, Or, 
ſhould none of theſe be the caſe, contracted 
by a narrow education, alarmed by the 
diſmal repreſentations of ſome well-mean- 
ing preachers and writers, or led cap- 
ce tive by the ſleight of men who lie 
in wait tb deceive,” and take advantage 
of tender ſpirits and apprehenſive imagina- 
tions ;—where, I ſay, is the wonder, if ſuch 
minds become a prey to. religious terror 
and deſpondence ; or if thoſe amongſt them, 
who eſcape ſo dreadful a ſituation, yet loſe 
the enjoytnent of life, by miſtaking gloom 
for piety? Have we not ſeen men as well 
as women often labouring under the ſame 
miſtake, and ſometimes driven to deſpair 
and madneſs from the ſame cauſes ? 


 Tawould likewiſe aſk, Can it excite ſur- 
priſe, if paſſions conſtitutionally ardent, 
unreſtrained by authority, unenlightened 
by inſtruction, encouraged by habitual 
idleneſs and faſhionable amuſements, in- 


[4] 


famed and inſtigated by flatterers, com- 
panions, books, occaſions, of the moſt 


dangerous kind, are frequently carried to 
an exceſs deſtructive of all ſober. thought 


and internal ſerenity, even when reputation 


and decorum- are preſerved ? Inſtead of 
thinking it ſtrange, that this ſhould occur 
ſo often amidſt fuch a combination of 
ſnares, I cannot for my part but admire 


that it is not yet more common. The 
ſwarms of fooliſh and of worthleſs novels, ' 


inceſſantly ſpawned by dull and by diſſo- 
Jute ſcribblers, and with unwearied induſtry: 
diffeminated from our Circulating Libra- 
ries, were alone ſufficient to ſwallow up, 
amongſt the young and gay, all ſober re- 


flection, every rational ſtudy, with every 
virtuous principle; and to introduce in their 


room impure ideas, extravagant defires, and 
notions of happineſs alike fantaſtic and falſe. 
By the influence of thoſe production on 
unguarded readers the whole ſyſtem of life 
ſeems converted into romance; and nothing 
is regarded as worth a thought, which does 


not promiſe to gratify inclination, to cheriſh 
vonity, or to lead that wild and reſtleſs ad- 


"x 
venturer, Juvenile Fancy, through a fairy 
land of a * ur e 5 


of the hipleſs creatures that have loſt 
their character, how ſmall is the proportion 
to the whole ſex! But while thoſe 
wretched wanderers ſtrike the eye of ob- 
ſervation by the peculiar infelicity of their 
caſe, - the numberleſs women who never 
deviated are overlooked and forgotten ; juſt 
as a few ſtrayed ſheep engage the attention 
of the traveller, who ſtops nat to contem- 
plate the large flock from which they are 
Ps: 


When I conſider the younger part of 
the female world as now placed in a ſtate 
of ſociety, where pleaſure and ſhow, with 
the wealth that procures them, are become 
the chief, almoſt the only objects where 
thoſe better ſentiments that ſhould coun- 
terwork their operation are derided by the 
profligate, and neglected by the thought- 
leſs; where celibacy is in faſhion amongſt 
men of all ranks, and libertiniſm amongſt 
* 


. 


me, that the irreproachable behavigur 


ſtill found in ſuch numbers, under ſuch 
circumſtances, diſcovers a force of reſo- 
lution, and a feeling of decency, which 


_ deſerve no common praiſe. In this view, 


ſurely, it becomes the generality of aur 
ſex-to bow with reſpe& before the ſuperior 


oo.” of — W and — 


+ * 

In relation to women of a different claſs, 
give me leave to aſk, Who are ufually the 
authors of their ruin and infamy ? Who, 


but the very wretches that ſuſpe&t and 


upbraid the ſex on their account ? Match- 


leſs effrontery! Not ſatisfied with caſting 


the-firſt ſtone at the poor offenders, whom 


they themſelves have contributed to miſlead, 


they preſume to glance it on the innocent. 


by-ftanders! And by what means are 
thoſe unhappy beings I ſpeak of moſt fre- 


quently undone ? By what other, than an 
artful and unwearied application to their 
deſire of pleaſing the men? A deſire which, 


1 

like the other kind affections implanted by 
Nature, would under juſt regulation produee 
tlie beſt effects, and which that female, wo 
mould profeſs herſelf not to feel, would de- 
ſervedly incur the ſuſpicion of falſhood or 
ignorance, affectation or inſenfibility. Un- 
Prineipled as are the majority of our fex; and 
unguarded as are too many even amongſt 
the virtuous of the other, it is indeed often 
unfortunate when this defire proves vety 
* 


4 


. Pap be it from ine; to defend 1 the c 
of theſe women, who” have forfeited that 
virtue, without which they are loſt to fo- | 
ciety, to character, to happineſs. But with 
regard to the greater part of therm, is it not 
fotne tnitigation of their guilt, and ſhould 
t not obtain ſotnie compaſſion for their 
frailty, that their natural folicitude' to 
engage the attention and tendernefs of the 
men tas beth turned into a handle for theit 
deſtruction? Their fond imaginations have 
been fet on fire by obſequiouſneſs, and 
edurtſhip, and adulation, and promiſes, 
and proteſtations, and preſents, and vows, 
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without end- And all che While, perhaps, 
they have been without a paren t to pro- 


te, or a friend to warn them. Of thoſe 


who have parents, and friends as they. are 


called, how few are; the happier for that 
circumſtance ! how, many are much the 
more to be Pitied:l... thoſe very perſons, 
God knows, bein g frequently ſo worthleſs, 


as to encourage, if Ag to inſtruct them i in 
vice and impiety. [Th] * ten At 
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That women, Who have gone aſtray, 
ſhould. ſometimes run to exceſſes, beyond 
the ordinary limits of male tranſgreſfion, 
may perhaps be accounted for from the 
vivacity peculiar to the ſex; from a wiſh 


. 


to eſcape, by the violence and rapidity of 


their career, that reflection which men 


have many more ways of eluding ; and, 
may we not add, from that paſſion for 
attracting notice. by ſome. means or other, 
which, after burſting the bounds of duty 


and decorum, hopes to effect its pur- 


poſe by ſingularity in wickedneſs, . and. au- 
dacity of manners? Is it not alſo poſlible, 


? 


e 1 53 1 | 
3. . ſpeak it with caution, that Providence, 
ever intent on extracting good from evil, 
may, by y giving. « them over to a repro- 
batte mind, i permit ſuch flagrant inde- 
cency, ir in order to deter the innocent from 
a path which, once entered, might lure 
them. on to the] laſt extreme e of Searls; ? 


4b 
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Nach! is s aid about Vanity in N 
And a are you ſure, my. young men, that 
thoſe who fay it are always themſelves 
remarkable for modeſty? Have you never 
heard ſuch cenſures from fops and fribbles, 
a race of creatures not to be ſurpaſſed 1 in 
conceit by the ſillieſt girl that ever iſſued 
from a fooliſh boarding-ſchool? The i- 
luſions of ſelf-love are often merely ſub- 
jects of ridicule: | but when human beings 
confidently reproach the characters of 
others with thoſe very follies which are 
conſpicuous in their own, and which, let 
it be obſerved, they are hourly labouring 
by their example, converſation, and 
encouragement, to propagate; we then 
ſmile, pity, deſpiſe, and condemn, at once. 


=, 54 1 | 
"fo Ghateret eauſe the difireice | is _ 


ding, good-natr ure will forgive a female, 
who appears to. be fond of her perſon or 


drefs, much more readily 'than a man who 
betrays the ſame weakneſs. | Perhaps, in in- 
deed, this indulgence to the g other ſex is 
at the bottom a compliment to our own: 
perhaps, Gentlemen, we are willing, on 


Ii l 


ſuch occalions, fo make more allowance 
for the imbecility « of thoſe: who. were formed 
to delight us, not ſo much by a an emule a- 
tion of intellects, as by external graces 
and decorations, united with the ſofter 
virtues of the heart, and the ſprightlier 
charms of the fancy.. Neither does it re- 
quire any extraordinary candour to reflect, 
that female education is too often directly 
calculated to feed and flatter female 


vanity. 


n it not n known, that _ Sitte ar arc 
from their childhood told every. day of 
beauty, and ornament, and the pains to be 
taken about both? Do they not mani- 
feſtly diſcover, in moſt of the women with 


4 5 9 
whom: they converſe, a perpetual anxiety 


on thoſe articles; and i in many of the men, 
a perpetual proneneſs to admire and extol 
the ſex, exactly in proportion to their out- 
ward attractions Are not their very play- 
things ſo decked out, as often to inſpire 
the love of ſhow and embelliſhment, along 
with. their earlieſt, and even their beſt 
impreſſions 3 thoſe, I mean, that are con 
nected with kind affection and tender care? 
And when they grow up to partake in the 
pleaſures of company, to attend on public 
diverſions, . and to en gage in faſhionable 
reading, what do they generally find in 
al theſe, but eternal marks of attention 
to appearance and ſplendor ? ? They Can- 
not even walk the fireets of a country 
town, without having their eyes caught 
by the exhibition of gaicty and finery i in 
almoſt every window. As for the metro- 
polis, what is. it elſe but the general mart 
of all that can propagate admiration of an 
outſide, or, if you will, one intire and 
enormous ſcene of enchantment, where 
Faſhion, Opulence, and Oſtentation, are 


56] 

inceffintly practif ing their witcheraft* 
From thence the incantation 18 every 
where diffuſed; and hardly any where 


are found parents, or teachers, poſſeſſed of 


talents and principles proper to oppoſe its 
influence. In reality, how few 1 mothers 


or miſtreſſes at preſent are either qualified! 
or ſolicitous, to form in the youth of their 


ſex, a taſte for the decent and the ſimple, 
and at the ſame time the elegant and the 
graceful, in looks, in attire, in air, in de- 


meanour; and to imprint ren them a 
conyiction, that all exterior recommen- 


dations ſhould ever be regarded as ſubor- 
dinate to the ornament of a meek and 
Ne quiet ſpirit,” of an improved and pious 
mind! When theſe things are conſidered, 
can you. wonder, if many women appear 
Os] frivolous, vain ? "YT 


After all, we pretend not to deny, that 
the love of dreſs, and an habitual ſtudy 
of perſonal attractions, are cloſely inter- 
woven with the female character. That 


they are ſo, ſeems evident from the hiſtory 


397 3 | 
of all nations and ages, whether poliſhed 
or barbarous. And from this very cir- 
cumſtance we conclude, that they are ori- 
ginally prompted by Nature. Nor have 
we any doubt that, under right direction 
and within due bounds, they are adapted 
to anſwer important purpoſes in ſociety, 
by contributing to engage the notice 
and regard of men; by employing the 
powers of induſtry, of imagination, 
and of taſte; by ſoftening the cares, 
and enlivening the toils, appointed for 
the tender ſex; and by ſupplying many 
amuſements ſuited to the ſtate of humanity 
at large, as a ſcene of labour, frailty, and 


 _—_— 


1p Like other dehcies, indeed, they may 
now and then give way to ſuch as chance 
to be ſtronger. - Diſguſt at the world,. 
auſtere ſyſtems of religious mortification, . 
vehement purſuits of different kinds, and 
ſometimes perhaps a high ſtrain of phi- 
loſophic refinement, may render a few 
females much leſs ſolicitous about the 
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decent arts of decoration, and the honeſt 


allurement of a pleaſing appearance. But 


are they, on that account, entitled to much 

more eſteem? Thoſe men who think na- 

turally, will ſcarce allow it. In the com- 

pany of young women, we are by no 

means angry if they ſhould take ſome 
pains to recommend lers by an 
agreeable outſide. 


1 fila, Some pains : : for, if their en- 
deavours this way are too ſtrong, too 
anxious, or too apparent; if they are at 
great expence of time, or money, or atten- 
tion, in what relates to their exterior; if 
ornaments of a higher order, and the more 
valuable concerns of life, are neglected | 
for it, os but ſlightly regarded ; they will 
probably miſs their aim with the more 
diſcerning part of our ſex. The coquet, 
the flutterer, the fine lady, may ſometimes 
indeed divert them for an hour, but will 
hardly excite ſincere or' permanent com- 


placence, the reſpect and attachment of the 
ſoul. 


* 59 J 
But do not ſenſible, do not eſtimable 
wornen too frequently betray a paſſion for 
the 23 and an ambition of being ad- 
mired on the ſcore of external qualities, 
which we only excuſe in the fools of the 
| {ex} or in giels of fifteen? It cannot be 
diſſembled: it is much to be regretted. 
What pity but thoſe women could be per- 
ſuaded to cultivate a more lively ſenſe of 
religion, and a nobler ſpirit of liberality | 
They would then riſe above ſuch weakneſs : 
they would then ex perience an elevation 
and a joy of the beſt kind, in ſacrificing 
the folly and parade of life to intellectual 
purſuits, and charitable deeds: and let me 
tell them, they would then ſtand ſeveral 


degrees higher in the opinion of the wor- 
thieſt men. How often they now ſuffer 


in that opinion, ys feem not to be duly 
aware. 


There are not tpeihips upon earth many 
objects of more dignity or attraction than 
that female, who, though endowed with 
beauty, and ſkilful in dreſs, yet diſcovers 
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| nothing conceited on either ſcore, no con- 


ſcious attention to herſelf when taken no- 
tice of for either; but, while ſhe is too 
ſincere to diſavow any advantage ſhe has 
receiyed from Nature or education, behayes 
with compoſure, eaſe, and courteſy, nor 


ever forgets, that ſuch qualities, with vir- 
tue and piety, knowledge and ſake, * 


alone of 04 Vue. 47 of 
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But ( peradventurs. it will he diced,” Ds 
not many women betray upon other 


points an intoxication of Vanity, which 


no candour will be able to pardon? 
Arg there not many, for example, poſ- 


ſeſſed with a notion, that almoſha every 


man is in love with them, who ſeems 


pleaſed with their ſentiments, or flattered i 


by their ſmiles, or diſpoſed to ſay,obliging 
things in their company, or perhaps to do 
good-natured ones without a ſingle pro- 


feſſion of regard? It is ſhamefully true. 


Indelicate and deſpicable creatures! We 


bluſh, on your account; nor will we 


offer the leaſt apology for ſo 1 E- 


E&P 
a conceit, for a deluſion ſo vp g 0 oſs.” 
Had-you either” prudence, or penetration, 
or becoming modeſty, you would beware 
of conſttuing into a ſerious paſſion” even 
a thouſand complimental ſpeeches, or het a 4 
thouſand warm proteſtations of 1 know not” 
what eſteem, attachment, and zeal, or in- 
deed any poſſible aſſiduities, or appearances 
of tenderneſs, where the matter goes no 
farther; and would rely ultimately on no 
evidence of ſettled affection, but an expli- 
cit declaration, and a direct addreſs. Not 
that I would utter, God forbid I ſhould, 
a word in excuſe for thoſe of our ſex, that 
habitually er deliberately indulge them 
ſelves in a behaviour, which they cannot 


be long ignorant is too apt to be danger- 


ouſly miſtaken by young women. Gracious 


Heaven, that any one ſhould thus play 
with the peace and happineſs of the very | 
| perſons, , whom manhood and generoſity Un 


ought to protect Little will it avail to 


plead, that you had no intention, when N 
the miſchief is done, when a fond un- 


guarded heart is inveigled, when a foun- 


1 62 ) 
tain of bitterneſs, that may never ccaſe is 
flow, i is opened in a hreaſt, perhaps in more 
than one breaſt, whoſe chief, or it may 
be whoſe only, fault was believing you to 
be in earneſt. Learn, ye credulous fair! 
oh learn to truſt your heart with no man 


who docs not tell you plainly that he has 


given you his, with a reſolution to give 


you his hand too, a8 ſoon as his ſituation 
ſhall permit. — 


 Withreſpedt 1 to ) thoſe el6@h and forward 


females, who catch with eagerneſs at the 
leaſt ſemblance of regard on the part of 
ſome male acquaintance, as a pretext for 
claiming the. matrimonial connexion, we 


cannot help ſaying, that we abhor alike 
their meanneſs and their impudence; that 
they treſpaſs on all the rules of decent 
reſerye, and maiden dignity; and that they 


_ often repreſs, in the minds of diſcreet men 


ſities towards better women, leſt theſe alſo 
ſhould: be found mercenary and baſe, 


( 6 
If a wiſh to poſſeſs the heart of ſome wor- 
thy man, co-operating with the partiality 
| which moſt perſons have for themſelves, 
ſhall induce a woman to conclude too ha- 


ſtily, that ſuch a man is attached to her; it 


will be decent at leaſt to conceal a perſua- 


ſion, which women of prudence and deli- 


cacy will ever be flow to entertain. To 


wrong, and frequently pernicious. We 


now ſubjoin, that to declare it bluntly is 
both unwiſe and contemptible. But then 
we ſhould remember, that the fame beha- 


viour is chargeable on many men. Iam 


particularly concerned for women of ſen- 


timent, when I conſider how often their 


good-breeding is put to the trial in the 


| preſence of coxcombs, whom their good 
ſenſe cannot but deſpiſe ; left common 
civility ſhould, with ſuch preſumptuous 


fools, paſs for fondneſs. Surely, Gentle- 
men, one of the laſt things a man of ſenſe 
and modeſty will ſuſpe& is, that a woman 
is enamoured of him, 
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Such ſuſpieions indeed properly belong 
to fribbles, witlings, and libertines. With 
what triumph have we heard them repeat, in 
the words of the poet, that Every woman 


„ is at heart a Rake!” In this uncha- 


ritable ſyſtem they think themſelves ſuf- 
ficiently ſupported, by the conduct of thoſe 
females who have, from a ſtate of ſobriety, 
whether real or affected, fallen into 


known and ſcandalous deviations; as if 


there were in truth no more virtue among 
the reſt, how dextrouſly ſoever they may 


fave appearances. 


That the ſex in general are Artful, the 
men 1 ſpeak of have been at much pains 
to propagate; and this opinion has, I know 
not how, gained ground amongſt numbers 
from whom we might expect more fair- 
neſs and impartiality. That women of 
little worth, and low capacity, are often- 
cunning ; and that individuals, poſſeſſed of 
better talents, often degrade and pervert 
them to the concealed purſuit of power, of 


lucre, or of. miſchief, we are far from de- 


[ 65 ] 
©ying. - Nor is it to be diſguiſed, that too 
many women of elegance and ſenſe have 
ſubmitted to a piece of deceit, on which 
the very beſt friends of the ſex muſt ever 
reflect with grief and amazement ; I mean, 
Sirs, that of vowing at the altar of God 
unceaſing love and -honour to men, for 
whom it is not poflible that ſenſe or ele- 
gance ſhould entertain either ſincere affec- 
tion or eſteem; to men ſo flagrantly pro- 
fligate, ſo palpably inſignificant, or fo. 
exceedingly diſagreeable, that all the 
world muſt be convinced ſuch ſacrifices 
of underſtanding, taſte, ingenuity, and 
the pleaſures connected with the heart, 
could only be made to the demon of | 
Covetouſneſs, the idol of Rank, or the : 
paſſion for Splendor. When they are 
incited by indigence or the dread of it, | 
in perſons eſpecially who were well born | 
and delicately bred, it is a piteous caſe, 
and will be conſidered accordingly at the 
bar of Humanity. The motives, on 
which ſo inauſpicious a connexion was 
formed, will be forgiven at that bar tg 
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women under thoſe circumſtances, who 
afterwards perform their duty as well as 


they are able. But what excuſe or mi- 
tigation ſhall be found, where there was 
no actual diſtreſs, no painful dependance ; 
where perhaps, on the contrary, there 
was an eaſy, or even an affluent fortune? 
If ſuch legal proſtitution is uſually pro- 
ductive of laſting remorſe and miſery, is 


the reſult wonderful, or the puniſhment 


* 
% 


unjuſt ? * 


Speaking in general, it appears to me, 
that if ſuperior artifice implies ſuperior 
praiſe, the latter is fairly due 'to Men. 
Their plots and ſtratagems are laid much 
deeper, and executed with much more 
boldneſs, regularity, and vigour ; as they 
commonly turn upon objects of greater 


conſequence, and are often prompted by 


a keener rancour, or a more ardent impe- 
tuofity. To puniſh neglect, to blaſt a 
rival, to take revenge on infidelity in a 
lover or a huſband, has indeed not ſeldom 
employed, and with terrible efficacy, the 


EM 
art of a diſappointed, jealous, and vindictive 
woman. But the ſchemes of thoſe females 
that are fond of ſcheming from littleneſs 
of ſoul, or a notion of being wondrous 
cunning, refer for the moſt part to—what ?_ 
Why, truly, to the obtaining of ſome 
{mall pecuniary adyantage, or petty orna- 
ment, or new piece of dreſs, or favourite 
amuſement, or additional importance; to 
leſſen the figure, lower the reputation, or 
obſtruct the ſucceſs, of. any particular per- 
ſon or perſons of their own ſex, whom they 
| behold with an invidious eye, or in fine 
to impoſe on the men for their own pur- 
poſes. But where the men are not very fim- 
ple, or very fond, or intoxicated by youth- 
ful paſſions, they will commonly with- 
out much difficulty ſee through the cob- 
webs that are ſpread to catch them. And 
as to the other childiſh tricks daily 
played by ſuch women, ſurely a good- 
natured man will view them with a mix- 
ture of mirth, pity, and indifference, ' ra- 
ther than with warm indignation. 


L ® ] 

Mean while, what ſhall we think 6f 
the craft, the duplicity, the falſehood, the 
treachery, the dark and deep underminings, 
hourly practiſed by multitudes of eur 
ſex to gain their ends amongſt the other; 
or to gratify their avarice, ambition, reſent- 

ment, or envy? Let Obſervation, let Hi- 
ftory anſwer the queſtion, by yon to: 
the numberleſs train of evils produce by 
ſuch cauſes, wherever wealth, luxury, and 


falſe refinement, have rendered men arti- , 
ficial, | 


The worthieſt characters in our ſex; / 
it may be obſerved, are marked gene- 
rally by an openneſs, and always by a 
probity, that reflects the greateſt credit 
on their hearts, and, I add, on their un- 
derſtandings alſo. Yes, my beloved and 
honoured auditors, after all that a late 
well-known maſter, patron, and teacher, of 
Difſſimulation has advanced to the contrary, 
I do not hefitate to pronounce Diſſimu- 
lation, and indeed the whole family of 

Cunning, by whatever name dignified, im- 


1 Oy 1] 


_ - 


— and miſerable apes of manly Ability 


and genuine Wiſdom. I ſubjoin, that 
men of integrity and ſentiment diſplay a 
nobleneſs, which fails not ſooner or later 


to ſtrike and perſuade beyond all the paltry 


arts in the world ; and I call the beſt and 


greateſt ſpirits of every age to witneſs, that 
ſuch men are placed upon an eminence, 


from which they may look down, with 
ſuperlative ſcorn, on the whole inglorious 
race of Knaves, Liars, and Diſſemblers. 
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JOHN, xi. 5. 


Now JESUS LOVED MARTHA, AND HER 


SISTER— 


: HE mighty influence which hu- 


man beings have upon the cha- 
racter and happineſs of one another, and 
the minute caſualties by which they 
are often aſſociated, cannot but ap- 
pear, to reflecting minds, among the moſt 
myſterious arrangements of Providence. 


The very perſons, who might have proba- 
bly been wiſe and bleſſed, had they fallen 
into-proper company, are frequently cor- 
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is the ſingular mortal, that can keep the 
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| rupted : and undone, by inſenſibly forming 


imprudent connexions : and, although I 
ſincerely believe, that ſome of the ſweeteſt 
pleaſures, which the ſoul can taſte, maſt 5 
ariſe from the ſociety of Women, yet by 


ſome ſtrange infatuation men often con- 
vert it into a ſource of miſery. Either they 


expect too much, and being neceſſarily 
diſappointed are chagrined and ſoured ; 
or elſe, from unreaſonable and unworthy 


prejudices againſt a ſex, whom the Al- 


mighty created for their companions and 
their comforters, they are precluded from 
a felicity which no other object in this 


woos, can equally ſupply. 


Where—1 had moſt eb; where 


balance even? Is it not, with a very few ex- 
ceptions, abuſe on the one ſide, or adula- 
tion upon the other? We would willingly 
recommend the juſt medium, and warn 
you, my younger brethren in particular, 
againſt either extreme. That of diſpa- 
raging the ſex ſeems, as I before hinted, 


UT 1 I 

the mode at preſent. Many of the parti- 
culars I have already conſidered. Amongſt 
thoſe which I have not, we may reckon 
the charge of Female Scandal, which we 
have heard advanced, reiterated, and dwelt 
upon with ſo much exultation. 


That Kine ſcandal is circulated very 


freely amongſt vulgar and uninſtructed 


women, without generous feelings or the 
reſtraints of religion, we as freely confeſs. 
But can it ſurpriſe any who reflect, that 
| thoſe, who want in themſelves a fund of 


worth or intelligence, ſhould not be much 


inclined to diſcover or acknowledge it in 
others, or to ſearch for matter of rational 
and harmleſs. entertainment, when the 
3 joy of finding fault, ſo natural to the un- 
corrected malignity of illiberal minds, can 


be obtained without labour from the con- 


jectures of idleneſs, the rumours of miſ- 
repreſentation, and the imperfeRtions of 
humanity *? 
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The narrow ſphere to which moſt fe- 


males are confined, and their frequent 
communication with one another in the 
abſence of men, joined to the unamiable 
competitions which muſt often take place 


where there is little enlargement or bene- 
volence, will too readily.excite ſuch per- 


ſons to amuſe themſelves at the EXPENCE 


of others. 


But what is all this to thoſe that are 


better taught, and have better affections, 
whoſe hearts ſtream with tenderneſs, whoſe 
imaginations ſparkle with vivacity, and 


whoſe intellects are improved by uſeful 
reading and polite converſation? Amongſt 
this claſs of women, it is but juſtice to 


declare, we have not found the malicious 
ſneers, or the impertinent tattle, ſo com- 
| monly imputed to the ſex at large. Whe- 
ther the ſame thing can be always ſaid 
even of thoſe men, from whoſe ſenſe and 


breeding it might be juſtly hoped, let 
my male hearers themſelves determine. 


E 

Of this Ia am ſure, that our divine Maſter 
and Model expreſſed himſelf with peculiar 
gentleneſs, where women were concerned. 
We have before remarked the beautiful 


manner in which he reproved the over- 
ſolicitous Martha, as well as praiſed her 


ſweetly- penſive Siſter. It is true indeed, 
that, when upon a particular occaſion his 
Mother preſumed to direct him in the 


exerciſe of his miraculous power, he ſaid 
to her, not only with an air of reprehen- | 


fion as the caſe required, but with a plain- 
neſs of language, which, confidering efpe- 
cially to whom he ſpoke, is apt to hurt 
a modern ear—* Woman, what have I 
* to do with thee,” that thou ſhouldt 
take upon thee to tell me how and when 
my miracles are to be wrought? But then 
it ſhould be obſerved, that though it is a 


mode of expreſſion not admitted amongſt 


us, to call a perſon, Woman, when we are 


ſpeaking to her, if ſhe be one whom we 


think entitled to any reſpect, yet ſome of 


the politeſt authors of antiquity make the 
moſt accompliſhed, and the beſt bred, 
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RT 
princes uſe it in addrefling_ amet to 
Ladies of the higheſt rank: and. even 


* 


ſame ſtyle when they ſpoke to thei 11 N 
ſtreſſes. Such was the ſimplicity of an- 


_cient days But when the Woman of 


Canaan applied to our Saviour, with the 
moſt reſpectful and affectionate carneſtneſs, 


in behalf of her much-afflicted daughter, 


did he not, beſides at firſt ſceming to 


neglect her petition, and then for ſome 
time to. refuſe it with coldneſs if not 


| averſion, proceed, as though, all this were 


not diſcouraging enough, to embitter his 


refuſal with a phraſe apparently harſh and 


humiliating in the extreme? Gracious 
Redeemer | What an aſpe& doſt thou 
here aſſume! Is this agreeable to thy uſual 
tenderneſs ? Is this like the Phyſician 
and the Friend of human nature ?—Mark 

the ſequel. Our honeſt petitioner, inſpired 
by her piety and her diſtreſs, eloquent and 


irreſiſtable from the feelings of a mother's 


| boſom, at once turns with a happy dexte- 
rity on our Saviour's words, and extracts 


| m7 1 
arguments from the very language of un- 
kindneſs. Againſt hope ſhe. believes i in 


20 hope. ” She conquers : ſhe triumphs. 


A treatment fo ſtrange in appearance, on 


the part of Jeſus, was not intended ta 


overwhelm this worthy creature 8 heart, 


but to illuſtrate by trying her faith ; and 


to furniſh himſelf with . an opportunity of 

indulging g his God-like benevolence, by the 
warmeſt applauſe, | and the ampleſt com- 
pliance.—* 0 Woman,ngreat 18 thy faith: 


« be it unto. thee, even as thou wilt:“ 
6c « and her daughter Was made Whole from 


4 that very hour.“ 


"Ie might * ed. that LE female 


penitents were cenſured without mercy 
by ſanctimonious pretenders, our Saviour 
omitted not to plead their cauſe ; and that 
| his reproofs, even to the greateſt finners 
of the ſex, were tempered with mildneſs ; 
though in rebuking the hypocritical and 
hard-hearted. of ours, he. uſes a ſtyle of 
the moſt awful ſeverity. | No, my. bro- 
thers, noble minds cannot endure the 
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idea of inſolence to the weak and the 


wWietched; leaſt of all, when it Kulks : 


under the maſk of religion. 


But to go on \ with our ſubject; amongſt 


the imputations againſt the women, we 


muſt not forget to take notice of one, that 


1 might indeed be diſpiſed, did it not ſome- 


times involve individuals of much merit 
in other reſpects, and refer to a ſpecies of 
pride irreconcilable with the lovely meek 
neſs and modeſt pliancy which ought 


N always to characterize the ſex, and the 


want of which no talents, no allure- 


ments, can ever ſufficiently compenſate. 


I mean the AﬀeQation or a Superior Un- 
derſtanding. | 


Ignorant people, and enthuſiaſtic lovers, | 
may be delighted with the harangues and 
deciſions of thoſe women whom they 
admire as very handfome, or very wiſe; 
but men of a different ſtamp, and a cooler 
temper, will take the liberty to be of ano- 
ther opinion, Were it right for you, my 


1 21 

female friends, to pique yourſelves on any 
thing, believe me it ſhould only be on a 
gentle diſpoſition, and a complacent deport- 
ment, on domeſtic qualities, and ufeful 
accompliſhments. By theſe you will 
always be ſure to pleaſe the beſt Judges, 
and in the greateſt numbers. 


'That many of you are Sud d with 
admirable capacities, and fhat you have 
improved them with diligence and ſucceſs, 
we do not barely acknowledge; we arc 


ready to maintain and prove it, before the 


whole ſchool of Cheſterfield 8 diſciples. 
When I mention him on this occaſion, 
I really am at a loſs to conceive, how he 
could form ſo mean an opinion of female 
underſtanding ; for, certainly, amongſt the 
many women of condition in different 
countries, to whoſe company he had al- 
ways ready acceſs, he muſt have met with 
2 number reſpectable for their mental 
powers and acquiſitions. We, whoſe 
opportunities of this kind have been com- 
paratively few, can yet affirm without flat- 
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tery, that we have found, in ſome ls 
of faſhion, not only much brilliancy of 
fancy, but equal ſolidity of judgement and | 


acuteneſs of penetration. To whatever 


follies ſuch perſons may be expoſed, from 


the prevalence of luxury and the parade of 


rank, it muſt ſtill be allowed, that their 


education is uſually conducted on a larger 
ſcale, and with more liberal views, than | 


that of the lower claſſes; as they have com- 
monly the advantage alſo of more elegant 


and inſtructive converſation. Neither is 


it probable that, in the ſociety of a man 


like Cheſterfield, women of wit and know- 


ledge would be much diſpoſed to ſuppreſs 


their attainments. 


But you, my ſiſters, will not be for- 


ward to exhibit yours, if you would be 


adviſed by one who is better affected to 
your intereſt and reputation. Whether, 
as his Lordſhip contends, your ſex in 
general are incapable of arguing with 
cloſeneſs and preciſion; whether, if they 
are, as we confeſs ourſelves at times ready 


ir 87 3 
to think is che caſe with the majority,” "the 


defect be owing to their frame, or their 
culture; or whether in reality 3 it be a de- 


fect, confidering their ſtate and deſtination, 


I will not nicely enquire. Iam certain, 
that in early comprehenſion, natural taſte, 


ſprightly i imagination, quick diſcernment of 


characters, and wonderful addreſs in ſuit- 
ing themſelves to each, they frequently 


excel; nor are they ſeldom adorned with 
2 confiderable portion of knowledge and 


literature, when favoured wy their moos 


ane ſituation. ; 


| EE the love of diſpute in either ſex, 
it is never, I apprehend, a very pleaſing 
; quality. I am ſure, it does not lead to 
the beſt ſtyle of converſation. They who 
indulge it, rarely convince, and not often 


delight any but themſelves. None will 


fay, it mends the temper, or improves the 
heart : and all muſt acknowledge, that it 
frequently diſguſts and inflames. In a 


briſk youth inured to it at college, or 2 


flippant girl accuſtomed to talk away 
amongſt her companions at ſchool, it may 
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eaſily be tolerated: NOW and.th JEN, 3 
eee accompanied with A ſufficient 


quantity of pertnes and petplance...; Nor 


Is it worth, while, to be 111 


ant 


d. at che 


24 


| peremptory prate. of 4 filly. womans! who 


le 


fancies ſhe canngt, be. miltaken, provided 


atleaſt her noiſe may he Loon eſcaped, But 


it is not quite ſo eaſy to avoid being ſeri- 
ouſly diſplealed, whep gerſons1 of. hetter 


intellects, and higher breeding in other 


articles, ſeem | full of their own ſenſe, fond 


of debating on all oOccaſions, and forward 
to + bony on all ſubjects, With a con- 


fidence which we do not very readily excuſe 


even in the greateſt maſters. | The greateſt 
maſters, indeed. are generally. the leaſt 
afſumir ng. Modeſty, it has been often 
1 is the uſual denten of exalted 


OFF” "IF A 


merit; and a bolder tone is aſſu med by 
ſuperior ſpirits, only where Talence 


Perce or neceſlity demands. 


Ah, my {en friends, did you in g par- 
ticular, did You but know, how deeply 


the male heart, i is enchanted with thoſe 


. 
4 
--» 
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. Stall hoe conberſation pteleuts the 
| pit ute 0 ſinipticity and grace, of ciſe' and 
rettichel, in'a gt6ii otl pe; che ſp irit of whoſe 
converſatisn its Woofer p0ahd of rite | 
ſenſe, ahd modelly ; ; who ſelderli diſpute 
and never wrangle ; who liſten with ten 
C tiönt to the opinions of others; and ver 5 
their own with diffidence, more' delirous 
of receiving than of giving conviction, 
hide” ambitious to pleaſe than to Congher !. 
Such, believe me, are e ſure of cofſquering 
in the cle ſenſe, | | 
Past to ie by way of contraſt, a 

l who talks loud, conttadieis bluntly, 
Tooks gallen. conteſts pertinaciouſly, and 
inſtead of yielding ng challenges ſubmiſſio ion. 
: How different a FIR Hoy ow Krbidding 
an object! F eminality is gone; Nature is 
transformed: whatever makes the male 
character moſt rough, and turbulent, is 
raken up 'bya creature; that“ Was deff gned 
to tranquillize and ſmooth . place of 
a * chariner, charming nba” ſo wiſely, » 


What do we - behold?” A clamofous, 5b 


+%3 


ſlivate, contentious being, univerſally diſ- 
guſtful and odious ; fit only to be chaſed. 
from the haunts of humanity, thoſe peace- 
ful haunts which it ſeeks to diſturb—Mer- 
ciful Heaven | ſhelter us from its violence, 
in the bleſſed ſanctuary of domeſtic love 


and joy, or in the ſweet harmonious choir . 
of friendſhip. 


How have we pitied a man of ſenſe and 
wirit, who has had the infelicity « of being 
connected for life with a ſelf-ſufficient 
and obſtreperous woman! A puſillani- 
mous creature, or a doating fool, may ſub- 
mit to her humours with little difficulty. | 
But the other is ſhocked to the ſoul: aſto- 
niſhment and indignation ſeize him by 
tusns: he is wounded in his tendereſt ſen- 
bbilities, and wrung with diſappointment 
where he was intereſted moſt. He ſought 
2 partner, and found a plague: he ex- 
pected a ſoft, affectionate, ſympathizing 
friend, and met with a boſom foe. The | 
beauty of an Angel, the wealth of the In- 
dies, were ſuch a woman miſtreſs of them, 
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jrould. both be inſufficient, in his eyes, to 


atone for her behaviour. But, O my bro- 


thers, how delightfully i is the heart van- 


quiſhed and captivated, when an unpre- 
tending female appears before it, with 


Reaſon, Fancy, and Virtue in her train, 
and diſcovers, in her family and amongſt 
her friends, all the lovelineſs of ſmiles and 


ſympathies, of placid addreſs, and gentle 


inſinuation! 


But may there not be occaſions, where 
wiſdom and worth, in women as in men, 
are called upon to aſſert themſelves, with 
2 dignity that ſhall, repreſs the forward, 
and over-awe the inſolent ? Certainly : and 
to give ſuch proceeding the name of pride 
were unjuſt. But, on the other hand, to 
miſtake the demands of pride, which are 
boundleſs, for that dignity which ſeldom 
wiſhes to ſtand forth, is ignorant. It is 
yet more ſo, to imagine, that the male 
heart can either be gained by arrogance, 


er preſerved by oppoſition, 


nol 1 
Te- very beſt rn rae H ars ſo mäde, a to be 
ſoothett'by ready compre and chilled 
by Habitual lubBortneſs, in Women. "To 
female capacity they w. Will frankly allow 
a1” the teſßeck f it can deſerve, if that re- 
Pert be not confdentliy claimed. T6 fe. 
” male excellence they Will reſign the empire 
of the Breaſt with pleaſure, But remeim- 
ber, Foiitig women; ; ſuch excUlence'for- 
ever precludes the affectation of power, 
will rarely appear to exert it, and will ger 
nerally 2 ſubmitting. e 
Pkrhaps, Gentlemen, one reaſon Why 
the moſt accompliſhed of our Tex are 0 nd 
of cohverſing with the moſt agreeable” of 
the other, 18 becauſe With them they are 
relieved from that rivallhip of genius, 
and thoſe corittaridties of opinion, PO 
too often 1 impair, not to fay poiſon, the en- 
joyments of male ſociety. Sentiment, ima- 
gination, variety, cotnplacence, and all the 
pretty-playfulneſs of minds that only wiſh 


to pleaſe and to be” pleaſed, fill up, in the 
former caſe, thoſe intervals of leiſure that 


\ 
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haceteditherfatitne and anxiety of buſineſs, 


the abſtraction of ſtudy, or the lſtraining 
of the Aaculties on Whatever account; 


Surely, my brothers, they do not much 


con ſult either eaſy or Elegant gratification, 
y ho ptefer, to this Kind of entertainment] 
che low pernicious company of Proſtitutes, 
or ſthe 3 and nen integer 
inen Feng Bs. Lon 25 
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üben af tis + peincigids: ap- 
ds the retiring of cultivated 


and vintuous women from table or elſe- 
where, they night be aſked, What do you 
gain hy / it? Does the ebgvbrſution be- 


come either livelier, or more refined? Or 
neral takes a better caſt? You will: ſearcely 
ſay, that it is improved in politeneſs. But 
it is improved in freedom O yes; the cruel 
reſtraints of © .decency - are removed + you 
are now at liberty to burſt forth ints'ela- 
wear, cache, obſcenity, prophaneneſs, 
defamation of the ſex, and—if you are 
ſo diſpoſed, to get drunk into the bargain. 
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Glorious privileges! Worthy, rio doubt, to 
be highly prized by reaſonable beings, by 
perſons of education, and by gentlemen. 


To ſpeak ſeriouſly; Is a ſenſible and 
manly youth deſirous of paſſing his leiſure 
hours in a ſpeciesof pleaſure equally ſociable 
and innocent; of acquiring the moſt proper 
demeanour, with the genteeleſt, and at the 
ſame time the eaſieſt, turn of thought and 
expreſſion, as well as right habits -of the 
beſt kind? Inſtead of ſauntering in coffee 
houſes, running to taverns, or rambling 
after looſe women and giddy girls, let him 
aſſociate with a few of both ſexes, who join 
good breeding, and liberal ſentiments, to 
purity of mind and manners. Of empty and 
effeminate boys, it can ſcarcely be expected, 
that they will put any value on ſuch ſo- 
ciety. It may likewiſe be obſerved, that if 
the company of women only is ſought, the 
deportment will be in danger of ſinking 
into too much ſoftneſs, as it will be apt 
to roughen into the rude, the boiſterous, 
or the aukward, if that of men is habitually 
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preferred. Elegance and ſpirit united 
form the juſt temperament, which is pro- 
duced by both. When a virtue at once 
mild and maſculine is added, what can 


be figured more completely eſtimable? 


It muſt be acknowledged, that this come 


pany of women entitled to reſpect, for their 
ſenſe and worth, requires more attentions, 
and a ſtricter regard to the rules of breeding, 


than are commonly thought neceſſary in the 


preſence of men: and this neceſſity is repre- 


ſented, by libertines, as one of thoſe confine- 
ments that are not to be long or often en- 


dured by a youth of ſpirit. Now, amongſt 


this tribe, a Youth of Spirit is only a finer 
name for a young man who determines to 
gratify his paſſions without controul, and ad. 
mires the documents of thoſe who have ſet 
him the example. What enſues ? Impatient 


of the "reſtraint which female delicacy 


would lay upon him, he hies away to ſome 
of thoſe loſt creatures, who like the great 
tempter, go about ſeeking whom they 
« may devour. If the conſequence 
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ſhould be irretrievable ruin, as God knows 
how often it is, he may date that ruin from 
the period when he began to grow weary 
of aſſociating with his virtuous relations, 


and other deſerving perſons, of the female 
lex. 


Think of the infatuated youths, who, 

in rapid and terrible ſucceſſion, fall facri- 
fices to the violated laws of their country. 
How common is it for them to confeſs, 
at the tree of ignominy, that they were 
firſt led aſtray by bad women! Of the 
men you have formerly known, who did 
not die in diſgrace, but went out of life 
with what the world calls a fair reputa- 
tion, have you reaſon to believe, that 
there are none now, in anguiſh of ſoul, 
tracing back their final deſtruction to an 
early acquaintance with bad women ?— 
That, in the future ſtate, many virtuous 
men will, with everlaſting joy and gra- 
titude, aſcribe, under God, their con- 
firmation and progreſs in virtue, chiefly 
to their having been much converſant with 
female worth, I have no doubt. 
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My dear brothers, if ye. © knew the 
e gift of God,” how highly would you 

prize whatever reſtraint tended to keep 
you from the paths of the Deſtroyer ! But 
the truth is, that, in the ſociety I recom- 
mend, a young man, who does not wiſh 
to go aſtray, will feel himſelf under no 
fetter; will, on the contrary, find an eaſy 
ſcope for the indulgence of his imagina- 
tion, and of his heart, on every proper 
ſubject; and will learn genuine courteſy | 
without labour or ſtudy. Amiable wo- 
men of genteel education are, indeed, be- 

yond compariſon, the beſt miſtreſles of this 
ſcience, for two reaſons. In the firſt 
place, they beſt underſtand it; having 
from Nature a peculiar aptitude to pleaſe, 


with a wonderful facility in adapting them- 
ſelves to the tempers of others, and from 
Culture a ready acquaintance, which they 
ſoon acquire, with ſuch forms of po- 
liteneſs as, without the aid of inſincerity, 
give an elegance and a heightening to the 
native emanations of a good mind. In 
the next place, they teach it without ap- 
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pearing to teach it, by a ſecret power over 
the conceptions of their ſcholars; who, 
naturally ambitious of approving them- 
ſelves to ſuch agreeable tutoreſſes, learn it 
from them inſenfi bly, and yet effectually; 

as people in general catch the ſentiments 
and manners of thoſe they eſteem. 
Who indeed, but brutes, could behave 
with wilful or deliberate rudeneſs before 
perſons, whoſe character, whoſe conver- 
ſation, whoſe very air, is calculated to im- 
preſs reſpect? Into ſuch company, it may 
be preſumed, the ferocious, the bluſtering, 
the coarſe, the overbearing, or the noiſy, 
will not often be diſpoſed to intrude. 
There, alas! they would find little plea- 
ſure. But, ſhould they be there by acci- 
dent, is it not poſſible ſome of them might 
be ſubdued, and transformed into a happier 
turn and better deportment? Is it not 
reaſonable to hope, that in this ſchool 
the conceit of youth might be taught 
modeſty ; the pedantry of the college ex- 
changed for' the eaſe of the entertaining 
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gompanion,. and the urbanity of the ac- 
compliſhed gentleman; the ſtiffneſs and 
acrimony of the diſputant tempered and 
moulded into a pleaſing deference; the 


practice of yielding and obliging might 


beget a promptneſs to yield and oblige; 
the obſervance of decency, improve into the 


love of goodneſs ; or, to expreſs the whole 


in a few words, every , rougher paſſion 
and ungracious habit vaniſh away, as the 
ſurlineſs of winter diſappears before the 
genial influence of the ſpring. 


7 


4 


the ſociety under conſideration muſt be 
cultivated with ſteadineſs and reliſh; not 
fo, you may be ſure, as to neglect other 


ſources of improvement ; but, I repeat it, 


with ſteadineſs and relith; two things, 


indeed, very cloſely connected; and, I add, 
from earlieſt youth, before—what ? Hear 


me, O hear me, and receive inſtruction— 
before the ſoul is poiſoned with Senſuality, 
that moſt dangerous, moſt deſtructive, moſt 
epidemical of all diſorders, from which 
J fear ſhe rarely recovers. | 


But, to experience ſuch defirable endes, 
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Amongſt thoſe men that were early 
infected with the love of ſenſual pleaſure, 
we have known individuals, who, in the 
converſation of virtuous and ſentimental 
women, were viſibly embarraſſed, aukward, 
and conſtrained, like clowns in the pre- 
ſence of their ſuperiors. Unaccuſtomed 
to ſuch a fituation, and conſcious of that 
meanneſs which Vice muſt inwardly feel 
before the dignity of her Rival, they ſeemed 
to be ont of their element, reſtleſs and 
unhappy, till they returned to more conge- 
njal aſſociates, with whom they might give 
Tooſe to all the licentiouſneſs of their ideas 
and appetites, 


bY me, Sirs ; ; chaſte ſociety i is never 
thoroughly agreeable even to the politeſt 
libertines, whatever diſguiſe they may wear, 
or whatever eaſe they may aſſume. Such 
ſociety | ſilently reproaches their crimes, and 
reminds them of thoſe innocent delightful 
days which they once knew, and can now 
only recollect with a ſigh. Happy the 
youth, that has no reflection of this kind 


h E 
to chill the ardour of his honeſt ſenſibi- 
lities, or damp the harmleſs gaiety of his 
ſoul, among the worthieſt people of either 


ſex. Ah, my young friend, what felicity 


would you forego, what miſery would you 
incur, ſhould you ever be guilty of aught 
that might incite you ſecretly to hate, or 
dread, the preſence of Virtue ! 


Do you love your health, your honour, 


your quiet, your reputation, your moſt 


valuable connexions, your higheſt intereſts 
on earth, or in Heaven? Beperſuaded to 
take the counſel of a friend. What is it ? 
Elf at any time paſſion or example, 


courtezans or debauchees, ſhould attempt 


to corrupt you; inſtead of parleying, or 
deliberating, or even lingering to diſpute, 
fly to the beſt and moſt improved woman of 


your acquaintance. In her company you 


will be ſafe, as in a City of Refuge :” by 
her approbation you will be confirmed in 
_ thoſe principles, and that conduct, which 


only can inſure it: in converſing with her, 


your fancy will be amuſed, your under- 
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ſtanding exerciſed, and your heart nou- 


' riſhed : every improper idea will give 


place to better ſentiments: every wrong 


bias will be counteracted: — what ſhall I 


ſay more? Virtue arrayed by the Graces, 
attended by the Smiles, and beheld in the 
perſon of ſuch a woman, will look ſo ſu- 
premely engaging, that the low arts, and 
unhallowed labours, of profligates and har- 
lots to beguile you, muſt appear in your 
eye contemptible and hateful. Who, that 


has been accuſtomed to a palace, would 


quit it for a ſty? Who, that has con- 
tracted a taſte for whatever is excellent in 


poetry, or painting, would deſcend to take 


pleaſure in a wretched dauber, or a com- 
mon verſifier? Who, that is ſmitten with 
« the beauty of holineſs,” can look with 
delight on the loathſomeneſs of fin? Is 
the difference leſs ſtriking, or will the 


contraſt be leſs ſtrongly felt by an inge- 
nuous youth, between a worthy and ſenſi- 


ble perſon of the other ſex, and the victims 
of Infamy in either? I; 
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IRR monks and miſanthropes pretend ta 


Aae; will; the foul of man will ſel- 


be long ſatisfied without the enter- 
tainment of female converſation, It was 


ſo formed by the unerring Creator; nor 


perhaps will any thing, next to the | 


« .wiſdom that is from above, guard it 
more powerfully againſt the ſorcery of 
Vice, than the near and „ view 1 
7 Female Excellence. 


If we might be permitted to quote our 


own obſeryation, as any kind of evidence 
on this point; it is certain, we have ever 


found thoſe the moſt honourable, moral, 


and conſcientious men, who had the greateſt 
regard for women of reputation and talents. 
May we not venture to add, that genuine 
Piety, the piety of ſentiment and affection, 
the piety which governs life, is, as far as 


Our ſex are concerned, to be met with moſt 
bee e among ſuch men? 


The ſame depravity, indeed, that doubts 


the exiſtence of virtue in female nature, 
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1 ckten attended with a ſtrange inclination 
| to diſpute the truth of Religion itſelf ;- as, 
on the other hand; he, who preſerves that 
purity which loves and cheriſhes its re- 
femblance in the pure, will be under no 
: temptation to queſtion the being, attri- 
butes, or claims, of the great Architype of 
all perfection. Have you ever known an 
inſtance, in which the man who became 
diſaffected to modeſt women appeared to 
maintain any fteady veneration for his 
Maker? As to the elevated joys. which 
the good are taught to expect hereafter ; 
I declare, for my own part, I never knew 1 
an individual who laughed at the notion of 
female virtue, that ſeemed to ſhow, upon 
any occaſion, the ſmalleſt ſolicitude to ſecure 
them, if indeed he believed a word of the ”_ 
matter. Account for this coincidence as 


you pleaſe; the fact I take the liberty ta | 
affirm. | | | f 


* 
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I am ſufficiently aware, that ſuch men. 
will affect to deſpiſe much of what has 
been now advanced on the ſubject of both 

ſexes, as the language partly of ignorance, 


. ——_— O——_ r r IIY It 4 
WS I 2 ED} _— OPS 2 * 
2 ; > wan. + * 4% 8 
= . N — — . . 
as only” 22 Pas way foes — 2 — — hy 


85 Ft 99 4 2 

partly of enthuſiaſm, and partly of what 
they are prone to call Want of Liberality. 
But on examining my moſt ſecret ſenſa- 


: tions, I feel that I can return their pre- 
| tended contempt with real pity; convinced 
by a thouſand proofs, that they are truly 


objects of the laſt, while they know from 


a thouſand experiments, that the firſt is 


only a maſk, to conceal, if poſſible, the 
inquietude of conſcious guilt and folly. 


To conclude; after all we have ſaid 
reſpecting the Advantage to be derived by 
_ - Young Men from the Society oß , Virtuous 


Women, much muſt be left to your own 
_ refle&ions. Repreſent ' to yourſelves a 
youth of good ſenſe, and good dilpoſitions, 


dedicating a conſiderable ſhare of his ſocial 
hours to the converſation of a few females, 


who were chaſte but not ſevere, frank but 
not indelicate, - good-natured but with 
proper dignity, ſerious and lively by turns, 


polite and ſincere at the ſame time, ele- 
gant without vanity, knowing without 


pride, and pious without oſtentation: you, 
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my brothers, can better imagine than I 


can deſcribe, the improvements which he 
muſt neceſſarily | receive from ſuch com- 


munications. 


8 When I poke of a Few Females, [ did 


-not think only of the young. Thoſe men 
who ſhould deny attractive qualities to 


women advanced or adyancing i in life, and 


avoid their company on that account, would 


betray a bad underſtanding and a worſe _ 


taſte. Whatever they may think of the 


aſſertion, nothing can be more true, than 
that many, very many, of the moſt accom- 
pliſhed and moſt agreeable companions, 


are to be found among ſuch of the other 
ſex, as have outlived the allurements of 
youth, with the little conceits, affectations, 


and follies, to which it is ſubject, and have | 
_ matured, by recollection and experienee, 
the beſt acquiſitions of their early days. 


Perhaps, indeed, one of the fureſt marks 
of ſobriety, and intelligence, is having a 
pleaſure i in the converſation of age. 
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Bleſſed are thoſe of both ſexes, who, by 
the ſweeteſt ſymphony of minds and hearts 


attainable in this world, together with the 
daily practice of all the Chriſtian Virtues, 
are preparing for the immortal concert of 


the ſons and daughters of God. Take 


13 care, beloved and honoured, we call upon 
you in God's name to take care, leſt any 


of you ſhould, by a contrary courſe, expoſe 


yourſelves to the infamy and horror of an 


everlaſting excluſion from that divine aſ- 


ſembly. Save me, almighty Father, ſave 
this people, ſave the youth of this gene- 


ration, from a doom ſo dreadful; and grant 
of thine infinite mercy, through our only 


; Mediator, that the intercourſes of time 


may lay a foundation for the triumphs of 


eternity. Amen. 
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II. The TEMPLE of VIRTU E, a Dream; the 2d 


. Are in n is introduced a new Character. 
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